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Introduction

The following information was gleaned from the White Paper titled “Microsoft Access 2000 Conversion.” By Darla Hogenson, 1999.

This white paper can be found at the following location:
http://download.microsoft.com/download/access2000/whitpapr/1/WIN98/EN-US/Conv2000.exe

Abstract

Most Microsoft Access databases will convert to Microsoft Access 2000 with no difficulty. In some rare cases, however, new features can conflict with existing objects and code in the converted database. This white paper summarizes issues you may encounter when you convert your database. For supporting information about database conversion issues, search the Microsoft Access Office Assistant for "converting databases."

Helpful Information

After searching for "converting databases" in Access 2000, several pieces of information were found. A portion of the most significant information follows:

Code Compatibility

Microsoft Access 2000 does not support the DAO 2.5/3.x compatibility library. If you attempt to convert an Access database in which the code contains older versions of DAO objects, methods, and properties that depend on the DAO 2.5/3.x compatibility library, you receive a message that there were compilation errors during the conversion of the database. Before you convert an Access database, update the code so that it does not depend on the DAO 2.5/3.x compatibility library. If you still receive a message that there were compilation errors during conversion, open the converted database in Microsoft Access 2000, remove the reference to the missing DAO 2.5/3.x compatibility library, and then set a reference to the Microsoft DAO 3.6 Object Library.

If your Access database uses add-ins or library databases created in a previous version of Microsoft Access, you must convert them as well.

General Conversion Notes

You can convert a secured Access database. However, user-level security no longer protects modules. You can protect the modules in the converted Access database by protecting the Visual Basic for Applications (VBA) code with a password.

When you convert a previous-version Microsoft Access database that has linked tables, make sure that the external tables are in the same folder that they were originally in. If Microsoft Access can't find the tables that are linked to a database that's being converted, you won't be able to use the converted database. Once you convert the Access database, you can move these tables and use the Linked Table Manager to re-link them. Converting a database that has tables linked to it does not convert the linked tables.

You can also convert a previous-version Access database by importing its database objects into a new Access 2000 database. You can use this method if you don't want all of objects in the previous-version database to exist in the Access 2000 database. 

Conclusion

These are the major issues I see as we attempt to convert 97 databases to 2000 that are full applications. Below are the "basic" instructions Microsoft offers for converting databases. Also -- attached to this document is the actual white paper itself from MS.
MS Basic Instructions for Converting a Database

1. Make a backup copy of the Access database you're going to convert, to keep until you're comfortable working with the Microsoft Access 2000 database.

2. Close the Microsoft Access database you're going to convert. 

3. If the Access database is a multiuser database located on a server or in a shared folder, make sure that no one else has it open. 

4. In Microsoft Access 2000, point to Database Utilities on the Tools menu; point to Convert Database and then click To Current Access Database Version.

5. In the Database To Convert From dialog box, select the database you want to convert and then click Convert.

6. In the Convert Database Into dialog box, do one of the following: 

7. Type a new name (without the .mdb extension) for the Microsoft Access 2000 database file.

8. Select a different location for the Microsoft Access 97 database file. (You can keep the same name, or change it.) 

9. You cannot convert an Access database into a file with the same name and location as the original database. 

10. Click Save. 

11. Microsoft Access converts the database to Access 2000 format.
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