SAMPLE
TALKING POINTS FOR LPD 20 CONSTRUCTION PROCUREMENT

· I have great news for you ... today the Navy is awarding a $477.6M contract to Avondale Industries for construction of the LPD 20.  The basic contract was competitively awarded for the detail design and construction of the LPD 17, and included options for two additional ships - LPD 18 and 19 - from the successful proposal submitted by Avondale. 

· Award of the basic contract was based on the determination that Avondale’s proposal represented the best value to the Government.  The LPD 20 is being awarded as a follow-on, sole source procurement and will be incorporated into the existing contract via contract modification.

· The principal mission of the LPD 17 Amphibious Transport Dock Ship is Amphibious Warfare:  specifically, to embark, transport, and land elements of a Landing Force in an assault by helicopters, landing craft, amphibious vehicles, and by a combination of these methods.  The LPD 17 Class ships will load, transport and off-load troops, heavy vehicles, helicopters, landing craft, amphibious vehicles, and both   dry and liquid cargo.
· The subcontract between Avondale Industries and Bath Iron Works documents their agreement to construct every third ship of the LPD 17 Class in Bath, Maine.  Under this arrangement, of the twelve planned ships of the LPD 17 Class, eight ships would be constructed in New Orleans, Louisiana, and four ships would be constructed in Bath, Maine.  The LPD 20 is the third LPD 17 Class ship to be constructed in Louisiana, and is expected to be completed  in December 2004.
