Captain Thomas F. Turisco, USNR
CAPT Turisco, a native of New London, CT, was commissioned in 1973 through the NROTC program at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, where he earned both a BS and Master of Engineering in Nuclear Engineering.  He reported to the Nuclear Power Directorate of the Naval Sea Systems Command for active duty on ADM Rickover’s staff in the areas of submarine fluid systems design and reactor core manufacturing.  This assignment included duty at the Bettis Reactor Engineering School, the S3G Reactor Prototype, and the Naval Reactors Representative’s Office at Electric Boat.  He was released from active duty in 1977 and entered the Selected Reserve in 1979.  His initial Reserve assignment was with NR COMSERVRON 2-01, where he was a Division Officer in the Operations Department.  In 1981, he transferred to NR NAVSHIPENGCTR Det 201, where he served as Assistant Administrative Officer and was redesignated as an Engineering Duty Officer.  In October 1981, he joined NR NAVSEA Det 1101, where he served as Projects Officer and then Training Officer until September 1990, when he was selected as Commanding Officer of NR AS-11 FULTON Det 501.  With the inactivation of USS FULTON (AS-11) and the transfer of all reserve personnel to the Naval Submarine Support Facility, New London, CT, the unit was retitled NR SSF New London Det 801 on 1 January 1992, with CAPT Turisco continuing as Commanding Officer, until 30 September 1992.  On 1 October 1992, he became the Commanding Officer of NR SUPSHIP Det 401 until 30 September 1993.  

Upon selection to the rank of Captain, CAPT Turisco was selected as Commanding Officer of NR NAVSEA Det 1101, starting 1 October 1993.  He was then selected as Executive Officer of NR NAVSEA Det 901, serving from 1 October 1995 to 30 September 1998.  CAPT Turisco was selected to be the Chief Engineer and Director of Projects for NR SPAWAR HQ Det 201 starting 1 October 1998.  On 1 July 2000, upon the retirement of his Commanding Officer, he became the Commanding Officer of NR SPAWAR HQ Det 201, until 30 September 2000.  On 1 October 2000, he returned to NR NAVSEA Det 901 as the Commanding Officer.  In response to the events of 9/11/2001, CAPT Turisco mobilized a team of nine officers, including himself, from the unit to support the standup of the Industrial Watch in the Command Center at NAVSEA Headquarters as part of Operation NOBLE EAGLE.  He served there on active duty for eight months, returning to reserve status as unit Commanding Officer in June 2002.  In addition to his regular duties, CAPT Turisco also served as the Technical Training Advisor for Readiness Command Region Northeast from 1998 to 2002, and as the Connecticut Chairman for the Navy Recruiting District Assistance Council – New England from 1992 to 1998.

CAPT Turisco is authorized to wear the Meritorious Service Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (2 awards), Meritorious Unit Commendation (2), National Defense Service Medal (3), Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal, Navy Recruiting Service Ribbon (2), Armed Forces Reserve Medal (with “M” device and Silver Hourglass), Expert Rifle Medal, Expert Pistol Shot Medal, and the Recruiting Gold Wreath Award.

CAPT Turisco resides in Simsbury, CT with his wife, Ann Marie.  He has two grown children, Jennifer and Michael and two grandchildren, Thomas and Sarah.

