Captain John O. Webb, Jr., USNR
Captain Webb was raised in Metuchen, New Jersey, and was commissioned in June 1973 through the NROTC program at the University of Virginia where he received a Bachelor of Science in Nuclear Engineering.  He also holds a Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering from Northeastern University and is a Registered Professional Engineer. 

From 1974 until his release from active duty in 1977, he was assigned to USS HAMNER (DD-718) as Communications Officer and later as Navigator, operating with the Navy’s Third Fleet out of San Francisco, California, and Portland, Oregon.

 In 1978, Captain Webb affiliated with the Selected Reserve in Quincy, Massachusetts, where he was assigned as Operations Officer on USS DAMATO (DD-871) operating out of Newport, Rhode Island. Following the decommissioning of USS DAMATO in 1979, Captain Webb transferred to NR Naval Control of Shipping Organization Boston 101 in support of the Military Sealift Command. 

 In 1985, Captain Webb entered the Naval Reserve Engineering Duty Officer (EDO) Qualification Program and joined NR Naval Shipyard Portsmouth NH 201, where he served in succession as Administrative Officer, Training Officer, Production Officer and Executive Officer.  He completed his EDO qualification in 1986, and was selected and served as the unit’s Commanding Officer from 1991 to 1993.  Upon selection for promotion to the rank of Captain in 1993, he was selected as Executive Officer of NR Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) Industrial Mobilization 101 supporting the Navy’s Vendor Motivation Program, where he served from 1993 to 1996.  Captain Webb was next selected as the Commanding Officer of NR NAVSEA Detachment 901, providing support for NAVSEA’s management of Naval Shipyards and Supervisors of Shipbuilding.  In 1998, he transferred to NR Space & Naval Warfare Systems Command 201, and in 1999, Captain Webb returned to NR NAVSEA Detachment 901 as Projects Officer.  Following the events of 9/11/2001, Captain Webb was one of nine officers recalled to active duty in support of Operation Noble Eagle at Naval Sea Systems Command Headquarters, where he served until May 2002, when he returned to reserve status.  From 1991 to 1994, in addition to his regular duties, Captain Webb volunteered and served as Chairman of the Recruiting District Assistance Council (RDAC) supporting Navy recruiting efforts for all of New England.  He was selected as the Navy Recruiting Command’s RDAC Chairman of the Year for 1993.

His decorations include the Navy & Marine Corps Commendation Medal (4 awards), Meritorious Unit Commendation (3), Navy Battle Efficiency “E” (2), National Defense Service Medal (3), Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal (“M” device and Silver Hourglass), Naval Reserve Sea Service Ribbon, Navy Recruiting Service Ribbon, Rifle and Pistol Sharpshooter Ribbons, and the Recruiting Gold Wreath Award.

Captain and Ruth Webb have been married for 24 years and live in Wilmington, Massachusetts.  They have three children, Ruth (Missy), John III (Jack), and Amy.

Now we are in a new Navy.  We have given most of the pomp and circumstance, the honors, the traditions and the ceremonies back to history.  Back to the halls of Naval history.  Our new computerized world does not give us the time or freedom to do those things from the past.  Those things that said “WORLD, WE ARE THE UNITED STATES NAVY!…”

But still today we heave to…stop all engines…lay about smartly…drop the anchor.  And standby to pay honor to one of our shipmates, a shipmate going ashore.  To honor those years served, the guidance, the leadership, the expertise, and above all, the friendship that this shipmate has given these past thirty years.

Yes, for thirty years this man has stood the watch.  While some of us were in our bunks at night, this shipmate stood the watch.  While some of us were in school learning our trade, this shipmate stood the watch.  And yes, before some of us were born, this shipmate stood the watch.  In the years when storm clouds of war were seen brewing on the horizon of history, this shipmate stood the watch.

Many times he would cast an eye ashore to see his family standing there, needing his guidance and help, needing that hand to hold during the hard times.  But this shipmate remained vigilant and dedicated.  He stood the watch for thirty years.  He stood the watch so that we and our families, our fellow countrymen, could sleep soundly, in safety, each and every night, knowing that a sailor stood the watch.  Today, we are here to say “Shipmate, the watch stands relieved.  Relieved by those you have trained, guided and led.  Shipmate, you stand relieved, we have the watch.

     Bosun, standby to pipe the side ….. Shipmate going ashore.
