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1.  The following, illustrated by Enclosure (1), summarizes 
the NR MDSU 2 Det 507 IDTT to Philadelphia 17-20 May 2001: 

 
17 MAY 01 Members of Det 507 loaded equipment, transited to 

Philadelphia, unloaded, and staged the MK-3 
Lightweight Dive System (LWDS) on a floating 
platform (which normally serves as a dock 
attached to a barge owned by the Independence 
Seaport Museum).  The floating platform was 
positioned between the Ex-OLYMPIA and the Ex-
BECUNA for security utilizing the Boston Whaler. 

 
18 MAY 01 The unit met with officials of the Museum and 

commenced dive operations on Ex-OLYMPIA using MK-
3 LWDS and MK-21 Surface Supplied Dive System 
(SSDS), positioned on the floating platform, in 
conjunction with the Diver Underwater Color 
Television System (DUCTS), which was located on 
Ex-OLYMPIA.  The floating platform was initially 
moved to the port (outboard) side of the ship 
amidships, to inspect the port side, and 
subsequently to the forward then aft starboard 
side via the Boston Whaler, to complete the 



inspection on the starboard side.  The divers 
performed a standard underwater hull inspection 
as documented in Enclosure (2) and provided 
extensive underwater video documentation to the 
Museum via interactive use of the DUCTS.  The 
Museum provided a large number of hanging tags to 
identify specific items of interest resulting in 
a very successful effort with respect to video 
documentation of those items.  At low tide the 
ship rests on a conformal bottom of firm mud with 
no noticeable mound around the perimeter.  High 
tide clearance at the keel was estimated at about 
2-3 Ft amidships with substantially more 
clearance forward, aft, and laterally.  No 
underwater obstructions were noted.  The forward 
mooring pylon was also inspected below the 
waterline with the DUCTS.  After completion of 
the inspection of Ex-OLYMPIA, dive operations 
were secured with the floating platform located 
between Ex-OLYMPIA and Ex-BECUNA aft for 
security. 

 
19 MAY 01 The unit met with officials of the Museum and  

commenced dive operations on Ex-BECUNA using the 
MK-3 LWDS and MK-21 SSDS, located on the floating 
platform, in conjunction with the DUCTS, which 
was located on Ex-OLYMPIA. The floating platform 
was initially port side aft of the submarine, 
from which location the aft half was inspected, 
and subsequently moved to the forward port side 
via the Boston Whaler where the forward 
inspection was accomplished.  The divers 
performed a standard underwater hull inspection 
as documented in Enclosure (3) and provided 
extensive underwater video documentation to the 
Museum via interactive use of the DUCTS system. 
No hanging tags were provided by the Museum for 
Ex-BECUNA.  At low tide the ship rests on a 
conformal bottom of firm mud with a 1-2 Ft mound 
around the perimeter.  High tide clearance at the 
keel was about 6 Ft amidships with similar 
clearance forward, aft, and laterally.  No 
underwater obstructions were noted.  Divers 
performed two SCUBA dives from the Boston Whaler 
to inspect the pylon aft of the two vessels, 
which was found to be in good condition except at 
the waterline where some wastage was apparent. 



After completion of the inspection of Ex-BECUNA, 
dive operations were secured, equipment was 
loaded out for the return trip, and the floating 
platform was returned to its location alongside 
the barge and secured. 
 

20 MAY 01 Members of Det 507 transited to Norfolk.  Upon  
arrival at MDSU, the unit unloaded, inventoried, 
performed maintenance, and stowed the gear. 

 
Total Dives 36 
Total Bottom Time 11 hrs 20 min 

 
2.  We received outstanding support in all areas from the 
Independence Seaport Museum.  The IDTT also included 
Reservists from NR NAVSEA Det 1006 which is the overall 
coordinator of dive operations in support of the Donated 
Ship Program.  The excellent support provided directly 
resulted in the overall success of the IDTT. 
  
3.  The NR MDSU 2 Det 507 point of contact for this 
evolution is LCDR Walter Rickert (202)781-2197 or BMC(DV) 
Donald Thrush (757)523-1020. 
 
 
 
      H. C. Chase, Jr. 
 
 
 
 
Copy to: 
 
NAVSEA (09NR, 91AR-B, 05D5, 00C) 
NR NAVSEA DET 304 
NR NAVSEA DET 1006 
NR NAVSEA DET 1404 
Independence Seaport Museum 



PHILADELPHIA IDTT OPERATIONS 
 

         
 
   NR MDSU 2 DET 507 Dive Team           Pre-Dive Conference      
 

         
 
 Platform Alongside Ex-OLYMPIA             DUCTS System On Ex-OLYMPIA      
 

         
 
  Dive Station On The Platform                Diving on Ex-OLYMPIA         
 

         
 
     Moving The Dive Station              CAPT Ball Preparing To Dive                  
 

 Enclosure (1) 
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