CONSTITUTION
 

ASSOCIATION OF
SCIENTISTS AND ENGINEERS
OF THE
NAVAL SEA SYSTEMS COMMAND
October 2000
 

ARTICLE I - NAME
 

Section 1 - The name of this organization shall be the “Association of Scientists and Engineers of the Naval Sea Systems Command,” hereinafter referred to as the Association.
 

Section 2 - The abbreviation of the Association will be ASE.
 

Section 3 - The seal of the Association shall be a design approved by a majority of the voting membership.  The Seal shall remain in the custody of the Secretary and shall be affixed by the Secretary or the President to all documents requiring it.
 

Section 4 - “Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA)” as referred to in this Constitution is defined to include all NAVSEA activities, including NAVSEA Headquarters, field activities, Headquarters affiliated Program Executive Offices (PEOs), Naval Shipyards, Supervisors of Shipbuilding (SUPSHIPs), and the Warfare Centers. 
 

ARTICLE II - OBJECTIVES
 

Section 1 - The objectives of this Association shall be as follows:
 

a.    To promote and protect the best interest of  the U.S. Government , the U.S. Navy and the Naval Sea Systems Command at all times.
b.    To promote the professional interests and
       development of its membership.
c. c.        To maintain the highest standards of professional    ethics and competence.
d. d.       To  foster a spirit of good fellowship and                                   cooperation.
e.    To promote science and engineering among     
        today’s youth and young adults and encourage  
        their pursuit of technical careers.
 

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP
 

Section 1 - There are five grades of membership, namely:  Member, Student Member, Honorary Member, Alumnus Member, and Special Member.  Requirements applicable to each of the grades appear in Table I.
 

 

 

	Grade
	Eligibility
	Sponsor-ship
	Election
	Voting Privileges

	Member
	Civilian NAVSEA  Employee or Naval Officer (Note 1)
	See 
Note 2
	See Note 3
	Yes

	Student Member
	Engineering CO-OP Student or Student Aide
	See 
Note 2
	See Note 3
	No

	Honorary Member
	Not Applicable
	See 
Note 4
	See Note 4
	No

	Alumnus Member
	See
Section 3 of 
Article III
	 
	 
	No

	Special Member
	Civilian or Naval Officer (Note 5)
	See 
Note 5
	See Note 5
	No


TABLE 1
 

Note 1 - Naval Officers must be assigned to the Naval Sea Systems Command, performing or supervising engineering or scientific work.
 

Note 2 - Applicant must be sponsored in writing by an ASE member in good standing.
 

Note 3 - Applicant must be endorsed as being eligible and recommended by the Membership Committee and individually accepted by a two-thirds vote of the voting members of the Executive Committee present.
 

Note 4 - Candidate must be endorsed and recommended by the Membership Committee and must be accepted by a two-thirds vote of voting members of the entire Executive Committee.
 

Note 5 - Candidate must be endorsed and recommended by the Membership Committee and must be accepted by a two-thirds vote of voting members of the entire Executive Committee.  Prior membership in ASE is not required.
 

Section 2 - Applicants must be civilian employees of, or Naval Officers assigned to, the Naval Sea Systems Command.  To qualify as a member, an applicant must satisfy one of the following:
 

   a.   A professional engineer registered in a state of the United States or the District of Columbia.
 

   b.   A person employed in a Civil Service General Schedule GS 800 (Engineering), GS 1300 (Physical Sciences), or GS 1500 (Mathematics and Statistics).
 

   c.  A person holding a Bachelor’s degree, advanced degree or equivalent from an accredited college or university in one of the following:  Engineering, Naval Architecture, Physical Science, Mathematics, Statistics, or Computer Science.
 

   d.  A member of the Department Of Navy Acquisition Workforce in one of the following career fields:  Program Management; Manufacturing and Production; Quality Assurance; Acquisition Logistics; Communications-Computer Systems; Systems Planning, Research, Development and Engineering; or Test and Evaluation Engineering.
 

Section 3 - Any member in good standing who retires or who transfers to another position outside of the Naval Sea Systems Command shall be classified as an Alumnus Member as long as he or she continues to pay dues.  Such a member shall be restored to regular membership at the level last held upon return to employment in the Naval Sea Systems Command.
 

Section 4 - The requirement that a member must be employed or assigned to the Naval Sea Systems Command does not apply to present members in good standing who are now assigned to the Naval Air Systems Command, and continue to be assigned to that Command.
 

Section 5 – In addition to membership in the  Association, a group of  no less than 15 ASE members located geographically separate from NAVSEA Headquarters may petition for Chapter status for their unique field activity/geographic region.  These members will retain their individual memberships in the Association in addition to their Chapter membership in accordance with Article XV – Chapters. 
 

ARTICLE IV - DUES
 

Section 1 - The annual dues shall be determined by the voting members of the Executive Committee.  A consensus of at least two-thirds of the votes cast shall be necessary for the adoption of change in dues.  Annual dues shall be payable in advance on or before 1 July for the ensuing year.   There are three categories of member dues:  annual, three years, and Lifetime.
 

Section 2 - Any member whose dues are in arrears as of 30 September shall be notified in writing by the Treasurer, and 1 month later automatically dropped from the rolls if payment has not been made at that time.
 

Section 3 - Members dropped from the rolls for nonpayment of dues may be reinstated to good standing upon payment of the current year’s dues.
 

Section 4 - New members joining between 1 March and 30 June of a given year will be considered paid up to and through the Association dues year beginning 1 July.
 

Section 5 – Chapter Dues.    At the discretion of each individual Chapter, Chapter dues may be levied on Chapter members to cover unique chapter expenses not covered under the Association budget.  These funds will be collected and maintained by the Chapter Treasurer.  As a general rule, Chapters shall operate financially independent from the Association and will only be provided with financial assistance in unique situations such as Chapter start-up expenses.  Chapter dues shall be in addition to annual Association dues.
 

 

 

ARTICLE V - OFFICERS
 

Section 1 - Each officer of the association shall have the grade of Member.  The officers shall include a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and four elected Committee Chairpersons: Audit, Legislative, Membership, and Rules and Bylaws.  Eligibility for these offices shall be as shown in Table 2.  In addition to these requirements, eligibility for these elected positions also includes the requirement for these individuals to be physically located in the Washington D.C. Metropolitan area.  All officers shall be elected in accordance with Article X - Elections.
 

	OFFICE
	EXPERIENCE
	TIME OF ELECTION

	President
	Shall have served as an officer or duly appointed committee Chairperson of the Association for at least one year prior to the first of July of the year of nomination, but need not be an incumbent
	Same as left

	Vice President
	Same as above
	Same as above

	Secretary
	Same as above
	Same as above

	Treasurer
	Same as above
	Same as above

	Committee Chairpersons:  Audit, Legislative, Membership, and Rules & Bylaws
	None required
	Same as above


TABLE 2
Qualification For Office
 

Section 2 -  The term of office shall be one year beginning  on 1 July.  The President shall not succeed himself or herself if he or she has served two full terms.
 

Section 3 -  A vacancy in the  office of the President shall be filled for the unexpired term by the Vice President.  Other vacancies in the term of elective office, including that of Vice President when the incumbent assumes the office of President, shall be filled by an election at the next regular meeting of the Executive Committee, provided due notice of such election has been given each voting member of the Executive Committee at least ten working days prior to such meeting.   The candidate must be accepted by a simple majority of the Executive Committee Officers.  
 

Section 4 - Officers may be removed from office by a unanimous vote, less two, of the voting members of the Executive Committee.  This vote shall be taken by secret ballot.  Ballots  will be collected and counted by the Chairperson of the Nominating and Publications Committees acting together.  Results will be announced to the Executive Committee.
 

ARTICLE VI - DUTIES
 

Section 1 - President  - The President is charged with the responsibility for development of policy and initiation of activity of the Association as guided by the Executive Committee.  He or she shall preside at all Executive Committee meetings and all regular meetings in accordance with see Article IX - Meetings.  The President shall, prior to the September meeting, make Committee appointments as required under Article VII - Standing Committees.  He or she shall assume duties of one alternate delegate to the D. C. Council as required by Article VII, Section 11 – D. C. Council.  The President shall be an ex-officio member of all committees.  The President or the Secretary shall endorse all orders on the treasury.
 

Section 2 - Vice President - The Vice President shall, in the  absence of the President, perform all the duties pertaining to the office of President.  In addition, he or she shall perform the duties of Chairperson of the Budget Committee as required by Article VII, Section 5 - Budget.  The Vice President shall assume duties of one alternate delegate to the D. C. Council as required by Article VII, Section 11 – D. C. Council.
 

Section 3 - Secretary - The Secretary shall keep a permanent record of all proceedings of the Association and attend to all communications sent to or received by the Association.  He or she shall keep a copy of the official roll of the membership and maintain an up-to-date listing of committee chairpersons and members.  The Secretary shall provide a current accurate copy of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Association to any member who requests a copy.  He or she shall be responsible for mailing election ballots in accordance with Article X – Elections, and ballots to amend the Constitution and Bylaws in accordance with see Article XI - Amendments.  The Secretary shall be responsible for mailing notices of Executive Committee meetings and regular meetings in accordance with Article IX - Meetings.  The Secretary or the President shall endorse all orders on the treasury.
 

Section 4 - Treasurer - The Treasurer shall be responsible for the collection of all revenues of the Association, and shall make all disbursements in accordance with the provisions of Article XII - Financial Control and Audit.
 

   a.   Financial obligations shall be incurred in the name of the Association only.
 

   b.   No financial obligation shall be incurred, or disbursement authorized, in excess of funds available in the treasury.
 

c.   Disbursement from the Association’s funds may be authorized either by action of the Association at a regular or special meeting, or by action of the Executive Committee.
 

   d.   All checks $200.00 or less may be authorized by the Treasurer alone.  Checks in excess of $200.00 must be countersigned by the President, Vice President, or Secretary.  In the absence of the Treasurer, checks under $200.00 may be issued by the President when countersigned by the Vice President or Secretary.  The Treasurer shall make a financial statement for the following occasions:
 

(1)  A regular meeting of the Association.
(2)  All Executive Committee meetings.
(3)  Upon termination of duties of the Treasurer, when the Treasurer serves only a partial term of office.
(4)  When called for by a written petition by ten or more members.
 

   e.   The Treasurer shall report to the Executive Committee that portion of the authorized expenditures remaining unspent.  This report shall be made upon the request of the Executive Committee.
 

   f.   The Treasurer shall serve as a member of the Budget Committee as required by Article VII, Section 5 – Budget.
 

ARTICLE VII - STANDING COMMITTEES
 

Section 1 - The following shall constitute the Standing Committees of the Association.
 

   a.   Committees with Chairpersons elected by the membership:
 

Audit
Budget (Vice President is Chairperson)
Legislative
Membership
Rules and Bylaws
 

   b.   Committees with Chairpersons appointed by the President:
 

Awards

Program
Chapters 
Publications
D.C. Council
Public Relations 
History

Science & Education 
Keymember
Symposium 
Nominating
Professional Development
 

 

Note: Appointed Chairpersons serve at the pleasure of the President and may be replaced at his discretion.
 

 Section 2  - Unless otherwise stated in this article, the Chairperson of each committee shall appoint the members of that committee.  Committee membership levels described below are suggested rather than required.  As deemed appropriate by the Chairperson, committee members may be ASE members residing outside of the Washington D.C, metropolitan area.  Chairpersons shall advise the Secretary no later than the November meeting as to the names, office codes and telephone numbers of the members serving on their committees.  It shall be the responsibility of all  Chairpersons to ensure the presence of at least one representative of their committee at each meeting of the Executive Committee from which they expect to be absent.
 

Section 3 - Upon the request of the Chairperson of any Standing Committee, the President shall appoint members mutually acceptable to the Chairperson and to the President, to serve on the committee.  A copy of the appointment shall be furnished to the Secretary for purpose of record.  Such additional appointments shall not serve as a permanent change to the herein suggested committee membership levels.
 

Section 4 - Audit - The Audit Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and two members.  No member of the Executive Committee shall be appointed to the Audit Committee.  The Committee shall meet with the Treasurer by 30 June of each year or as directed by the President.  The Committee shall certify the accuracy of the financial statements submitted by the Treasurer in accordance with Article XII, Section 4 – Financial Control and Audit.
 

Section 5 - Budget - The Budget Committee shall consist of a Chairperson, who shall be the Vice President of the Association, and two members, one of whom shall be the current Treasurer.  The Budget Committee shall prepare a budget covering the general operations of the various offices and committees for the current year, and submit it to the Executive Committee for approval, no later than the Executive meeting in October.
 

Section 6 - Legislative - The Legislative Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and four members.  It shall be the duty of this Committee to acquaint the Association with all proposed and existing congressional, legislative and administrative actions affecting the Association, or which may be considered to be of pertinent interest to the engineering and scientific professions represented by the membership.  When deemed desirable, the Committee shall extend invitations to speakers for purposes of clarifying existing or proposed legislation.  Prior to formalizing arrangements for any such proposed speaker,  the arrangements may be approved by the Executive Committee, and assurance obtained that the speaker’s presentation will be strictly non-partisan.  The Chairperson of the Legislative Committee shall represent the Association on the Council of the National Federation of Professional Organizations.
 

Section 7 - Membership - The Membership Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and four members.  The Membership Committee is charged with planning and executing campaigns for new members, maintaining the official roll of membership, publishing records of membership in conjunction with the Secretary, and follow-up to assure active participation of all members.  Candidates for Association membership must be recommended and endorsed by the Membership Committee as indicated in Table 1.  The Membership Committee shall participate in elections as described in Article X - Elections, and shall participate in amending the Constitution as described in Article XI, Section 3 - Amendments.
 

Section 8 - Rules and Bylaws - The Rules and Bylaws Committee shall consist of a chairperson and four members.  The Chairperson of the Rules and Bylaws Committee shall be the parliamentarian of the Association.  This Committee is charged with the following:
 

   a.   Considering proposals for amending the Constitution:
(1) as submitted by members of the Association
(2) as proposed by the Executive Committee
(3) as formulated by the Rules and Bylaws Committee.
 

   b.   Soliciting proposals and comments from members pertaining to the Constitution.
 

   c.   Reviewing the Constitution and originating needed changes.
 

   d.   Passing on the constitutionality of all actions of the Association, and informing the Executive Committee, the President, and the Association membership of any constitutional violations.
 

Section 9 - Awards - The Awards Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and no fewer than four members.  The Committee shall prepare criteria on all awards and citations, evaluate award nominees and select proposed awards recipients in accordance with Article XIV - Awards and Citations.  All awards or official citations of recognition made, endorsed or proposed in the name of the Association shall be approved by the Executive Committee.
 

Section 10 – Chapters – The Chapters Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and up to four additional members as deemed necessary by the Chairperson.  In addition, the President of each of the chapters shall be an ex-officio member of the Chapters Committee.  The Chapters Committee shall act as a liaison between each active chapter and the ASE Executive Committee.  In addition, the Chapters Committee is charged with assisting in the establishment of new chapters and  in the monitoring of chapter activities .   The Chapters Committee budget shall reflect only Committee projected expenses and not any general chapter expenses.
 

Section 11  - D. C. Council - The D. C.  Council Committee shall consist of two delegates appointed by the President.  One delegate shall be designated Chairperson by the President.  In the absence of delegates, the President shall serve as the first alternate delegate and the Vice President shall serve as the second alternate delegate.  The purpose of the D. C. Council Committee shall be to represent the Association on the District of Columbia Council of Engineering and Architectural Societies.  The delegates or their respective alternates shall attend the Council meetings and report all actions of interest to the Association at the next meeting of the Executive Committee.  Any actions requiring the Association’s approval shall be reported to the Council.
 

Section 12 - History - The History Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and two members, at least one of whom shall maintain a current history of the Association.  The History Committee, at a minimum, shall retain copies of “The Scientist and Engineer”, a listing of all Officers and Committee Chairpersons, and copies of pertinent symposium or other Association event documents, e.g. announcements and programs.
 

Section 13 - Keymember - The Keymember Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and approximately one Keymember for every Program Management office in NAVSEA and the affiliated PEOs, every major Division, field activity, and Chapter, but not less than 12 Keymembers.  The purpose of  this  Committee shall be to provide a personal communication link with the membership for implementing programs and attaining Association objectives.
 

Section 14 - Nominating - The Nominating Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and no fewer than five members.  The Chairperson of the Nominating Committee shall be the Past President.  Two of these members shall be the most recent and available past presidents of the Association.  No current officer of the Association shall be appointed to the Nominating Committee.  The purpose of this Committee shall be to develop a slate for the elective offices in accordance with Article X – Elections, and to announce these nominees at the Annual May Membership Meeting in accordance with Article IX - Meetings
 

Section 15 - Professional Development - The Professional Development Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and no fewer than four members.  The purpose of this Committee shall be to promote the professional development of the membership and to maintain high standards of professional ethics and competence.  The Committee shall obtain the papers for presentation at the Annual Technical Symposium in accordance with Article X, Section 20 - Symposium.
 

Section 16 - Program - The Program Committee shall consist of the Chairperson and no fewer than four members.  The purpose of this Committee shall be to establish and conduct a program for the professional and social activities for the year.
 

Section 17 - Publications - The Publications Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and no fewer than four members.  The purpose of this Committee shall be to prepare, produce, and distribute all publications of the Association other than the meeting announcements and minutes of Executive Committee Meetings.  The Committee shall be responsible for the preparation and publication of the “Constitution” and “Membership Directory”.  The Committee shall also be responsible for providing for ASE photograph requirements.
 

Section 18 - Public Relations - The Public Relations Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and no fewer than two members.  The purpose of this Committee is to attend to all public relations aspects of the Association.  The Committee shall ensure a public image which at all times will reflect honor to, and maintain the professional prestige of, the Association.  This Committee will coordinate closely with all other Committees to ensure appropriate publicity attendant to any current activity.
 

Section 19 - Science and Education - The Science and Education Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and no fewer than two members.  The purpose of this Committee shall be to collaborate with the Joint Board on Science and Engineering Education for the Greater Washington Area in encouraging pre-college youth toward science, engineering, and technology.  The committee shall prepare criteria on all scholarships, evaluate all scholarship candidate applications, and select proposed scholarship recipients in accordance with Article XIV – Awards and Citations. 
 

Section 20 - Symposium - The Symposium Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and no fewer than four members.  The purpose of this Committee shall be to arrange and manage the Annual Technical Symposium in collaboration with the Professional Development Committee.
 

ARTICLE VIII - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
 

Section 1 - There should be an Executive Committee composed of the elected officers, the immediate Past President, the Chairpersons of the Standing Committees, and the Presidents of each ASE Chapter.  The voting members of the Executive Committee shall be the President, Vice President, immediate Past President, Secretary, Treasurer, and the Chairpersons of the Audit, Legislative, Membership, and Rules and Bylaws Committees and those ASE Chapter Presidents having voting rights in accordance with the provisions of Article XV - Chapters.
 

Section 2 - The Executive Committee shall transact the general business of the Association (and shall serve as an advisory body to guide the Association) in achieving its objectives.
 

ARTICLE IX - MEETINGS
 

Section 1 - Regular Meetings
 

   a.   Annual Membership Meetings.  There shall be a meeting during May of each year for the purpose of nomination of officers for the ensuing year and for the presentation of annual reports.  The time and place of the meeting shall be designated by the Nominating Committee.
 

   b.  Annual Chapters Meeting.  There shall be an                              annual Chapters meeting at NAVSEA Headquarters co-chaired by the ASE President and Chapters Committee Chairperson for the purpose of reviewing the current condition of each chapter, discussing lessons learned, and developing  goals for the upcoming year.  Each chapter shall be represented at this meeting by the Chapter President, or his or her appointed representative.  This meeting will preferably be scheduled to coincide with either the Annual Membership Meeting or the Annual Technical Symposium.
 

   c.   Executive Committee Meetings.  There shall be a monthly meeting of the Executive Committee.  The time and place shall be designated by the President.  All members of the Association shall be admitted.
 

Section 2 - Special Meetings
 

   a.   Special Membership Meetings.  These meetings shall be called by any of the following means:
 

(1) the President
(2) a written petition of no fewer than 20 members.
(3) a two-thirds vote of the voting members of the Executive Committee at a meeting of the Executive Committee.
 

        The time and place shall be designated by the initiator of the meeting.
 

   b.   Special Executive Committee Meetings.  These meetings shall be called by the President,  Vice President (in the absence of the President), or by a written petition of three voting members of the Executive Committee.  The Secretary shall notify all Executive Committee members as to the time and place of meetings.  The time and place shall be as designated by the initiator of the meeting.
 

Section 3 - The rules contained in Robert’s “Rules of Order, Revised”  shall be recognized as the standard parliamentary authority of the Association, except where they are inconsistent with the Constitution and Bylaws of the Association.
 

Section 4 - The order of Business of regular Executive Committee meetings shall be as follows:
 

   a.   Call to order.
 

   b.   Approve the minutes of the last regular Executive Committee meeting and also any special Executive Committee meetings.
 

   c.   Treasurer’s Report.
 

   d.   Committee reports.
 

   e.   Unfinished business.
 

   f.   New Business.
 

   e.   Adjournment.
 

Section 5 - Six voting members of the Executive Committee shall constitute a quorum of the Executive Committee.  In the event a quorum is not present at the monthly meeting of the Executive Committee, the President may call a special meeting or conduct the general business of the Association for that month by electronic mail.  Any business conducted by electronic mail  must be recorded in the minutes.
 

Section 6 - In addition to at least two officers of the Association, 20 voting members who are not members of the Executive Committee, shall constitute a quorum for meetings of the membership.
 

ARTICLE X - ELECTIONS
 

Section 1 - All officers, as defined in Article V - Officers, and all chairpersons of committees as defined in Article VII - Standing Committees shall be elected annually by letter ballot mailed to all voting members (see Table 2) within ten days after the annual membership meeting.
 

Section 2 - Prior to the Annual Membership Meeting, the Nominating Committee shall select at least two candidates for each elective office.
 

Section 3 - The names of nominees proposed by the Nominating Committee shall be announced to the membership at the Annual Membership Meeting.  Additional candidates for any office may be nominated by written petition signed by at least ten voting members of the Association, provided that any such nomination, with a background resume covering the proposed candidate, is presented to the Secretary at or before the annual membership meeting.  Such nominations shall be subject to confirmation by the Secretary that the nominee meets the requirements of Table 2 and subject to receipt by the Secretary of the nominee’s written consent.  In the event of failure to satisfy any one of these requirements prior to the preparation of the ballot, the nomination by petition shall be considered invalid and shall not be placed on the ballot.
 

Section 4 - Ballots shall be prepared, distributed and collected in such a manner as to result in secret voting by the members.  The ballots shall be distributed by or under the direction of the Membership Committee.  Ballots shall be required to be returned to the Secretary within 15 calendar days after being mailed to the membership for voting.
 

Section 5 - A plurality of votes cast for any candidate shall be required to constitute an election to office.  The Membership Committee shall serve as tellers in accordance with Article VII, Section 7 - Membership, except in the case of a tie, where the decision shall be made by drawing lots.  In the event that a duly elected person declines to accept the office, the person receiving the next greatest number of votes for the office shall be elected.
 

ARTICLE XI - AMENDMENTS
 

Section 1 - The power to amend the Constitution and the Bylaws is vested solely in the membership of the Association.
 

Section 2 - Amendments to the Constitution originating in the Rules and Bylaws Committee shall be approved by the Executive Committee before being submitted to the membership for vote.  Amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws not originating in the Rules and Bylaws committee must be proposed by means of a written petition signed by a sponsor plus not less than nine other members.  The petition shall be presented to the Chairperson of the Rules and Bylaws Committee to study the petition for clarity of expression, repetition of existing legislation, and practicality from an administrative standpoint.
 

   a.   If the change proposed in the petition is acceptable to the Rules and Bylaws Committee, the proposed change shall be submitted to the Executive Committee for approval to submit to the membership for vote.  The ballot shall give recognition to the originator of the petition.
 

   b.   If a change proposed by petition is not acceptable to the Rules and Bylaws Committee and the Committee recommends to the Executive Board a proposed amendment related to, but not the same as, the change proposed in the petition, the originator of the petition and the Chairperson of the Rules and Bylaws Committee shall each be given an opportunity to include on the ballot statements of their positions regarding the proposed amendment.
 

   c.   If a change proposed by petition is not acceptable to the Rules and Bylaws Committee or if the Committee proposes no change, the following shall apply:
 

(1) a recommendation against the proposed change shall be submitted to the Executive Committee by a majority vote of the voting members present, the originator shall be informed and 
(2) if desired by the originator, the petition will be published in “The Scientist and Engineer.”  In the same issue of “The Scientist and Engineer” shall appear a statement by the Chairperson of the Rules and Bylaws Committee giving the reason for rejecting the proposed change.  The originator of the petition may, if he or she desires, make further comment regarding the Chairperson’s statement.  The original amendment may then be resubmitted with a new petition to the Executive Committee for final action.
 

Section 3 - Ballots shall be prepared, distributed, and collected in such a manner as to result in secret voting by the members.  The ballots shall be distributed by or under the direction of the Membership Committee to all members.  Ballots shall be required to be returned to the Secretary within 15 calendar days after being mailed to the membership for voting.  The members of the Membership Committee shall serve as tellers and the Chairperson shall announce the results.  The tabulations of votes shall be turned over to the editor of “The Scientist and Engineer” for publication.  A favorable vote of at least two-thirds of the votes cast shall be necessary for the adoption to any amendment.  Any amendment rejected by the membership shall not be resubmitted to the membership for a minimum of six months after the ballot.
 

ARTICLE XII - FINANCIAL CONTROL 
AND AUDIT
 

Section 1 - The Treasurer has the basic responsibility for the management control of all funds and personal property of the Association.
 

Section 2 - All funds of the Association shall be deposited in the name of the Association in a bank and/or dividend paying savings association approved by the Executive Committee.
 

Section 3 - All expenditures must be supported by an itemized invoice and receipt signed by the vendor as paid in full or, if this is not practical, by an itemized statement bearing the signature of the person to whom funds were expended.  All receipts or vouchers shall be endorsed by the cognizant Committee Chairperson or an elected officer prior to submission to the Treasurer.
 

Section 4 - The Treasurer’s accounts shall be examined annually by the Audit Committee who, if satisfied that the account of record is correct, shall sign a statement of that fact in the Account Ledger at the point of audit.  A similar endorsement by the Audit Committee shall be affixed to the end of the Treasurer’s Annual Report.  Upon completion of an acceptable audit performed in a year, in which the Treasurer’s Office is open for election, the Audit Committee will provide the Treasurer with a receipt for the Account Ledger and all supporting data.  The Treasurer’s account shall remain in the custody of the Audit Committee until such time as the succeeding Treasurer is elected.
 

ARTICLE XIII - AFFILIATIONS
 

Section 1 - The Association shall become obligated to or affiliated with any other professional organization by a favorable letter ballot vote of at least two-thirds of the votes cast by the membership.  This requirement also applies to any change in agreement which, in the opinion of the Executive Committee, is major.  Any change in agreement which, in the opinion of the Executive Committee is minor, may be approved by the Executive Committee;  such change shall be published promptly in “The Scientist and Engineer.”  The obligation to, or affiliation with, any professional organization shall be terminated when the Association elects to withdraw by a letter ballot vote in favor of withdrawal of at least two-thirds of the vote cast by the membership.
 

ARTICLE XIV - AWARDS AND CITATIONS
 

Section 1 - Permanent Awards – Nominees for the  following awards established by the Association shall be selected by the Awards Committee in accordance with Article VII, Section 9 - Awards:
 

   a.   Professional Achievement - for significant technical achievement of outstanding caliber, contributing to the objectives of the Association.  This award is normally presented annually for accomplishment within or culminating in the previous calendar year.
 

   b.   Outstanding Service - for outstanding performance in carrying out the objectives of the Association.  This award is normally presented annually for accomplishment within or culminating in the previous calendar year.
 

   c.   Silver Medal Award - for continuous outstanding contributions to naval engineering for a period of not less than seven years.  This award is presented at the discretion of the Awards Committee and the Executive Committee.
 

   d.   John C. Niedermair Award – this annual award is presented for the best technical paper presented at the Association’s Annual Technical Symposium.
 

   e.   Senior Service Award - The Executive Committee may provide recognition at the retirement of those members who, during their membership, made significant contributions to the objectives of the Association.  Nominees for the Senior Service Award must be initiated by at least three members of the Executive Committee.  The nomination may be approved by a majority of the voting members of the Executive Committee.  After approval, a suitably engraved plaque will be presented to the retiring member by the President in a ceremony at either an Association event or during a Command retirement ceremony.  In order to make awards in a timely manner, the Membership Chairperson shall maintain contact with members and the personnel office and advise the Executive Committee of impending retirements of members.
 

e. e.        Dr. James A. Lisnyk Award - for outstanding technical achievement contributing to the objectives of the Association or the Naval Sea Systems Command.  This award is given to engineers GS-12 and lower grade or age 29 and younger.  This award is normally presented annually for accomplishment within or culminating in the previous calendar year.
 

   f.   ASE Team Achievement Award – for success achieved by the team, the effectiveness of the team’s operations, and the impact the team has had on Navy programs and mission priorities.
 

Section 2 – Scholarships – The following scholarship has been established by the Association.  Scholarship recipients shall be selected by the Science and Education Committee in accordance with, Article VII, Section 19 – Science and Education.
 

   a.   John J. Nachtsheim Scholarship – for scholastic achievement and community involvement.  Eligibility for this scholarship is limited to current or entering college students (undergraduate or graduate level) enrolled in a degreed program in the field of science, engineering, or naval architecture.  An applicant for this scholarship must be an immediate family member of a current NAVSEA employee.
 

Section 3 - Other Awards - The Executive Committee shall establish other awards and citations as deemed appropriate to recognize significant accomplishments of the membership or of non-members contributing to the objectives stated in Article II - Objectives.
 

Section 4 - Criteria - The Awards Committee shall prepare definitive selection criteria for all awards and citations, and the Science and Education Committee shall prepare definitive selection criteria for all scholarships in accordance with the general criteria established for each as specified herein.  Unless specified otherwise herein, eligibility for all awards, citations and scholarships cited shall include personnel from NAVSEA as defined in Article I, Section 4, (i.e. Headquarters, field activities, Headquarter’s affiliated PEOs, Naval Shipyards, SUPSHIPS, and the Warfare Centers).
 

Section 5 - Presentation - All awards shall consist of a suitably inscribed token bearing the seal of the Association and an award certificate.  All awards and citations shall be presented at an appropriate ceremony of the Association.  A facsimile of all award certificates shall be retained in the Association’s permanent records by the History Committee in accordance with Article VII,  Section 12 – History.
 

ARTICLE XV - CHAPTERS
 

Section 1 – Purpose  - ASE Chapters shall be established to serve groups of ASE members who are geographically separate from NAVSEA Headquarters.  ASE Chapters may be established at any individual field activity of NAVSEA, or from a group of NAVSEA field activities which are in geographic proximity to each other but, singly or in combination, are geographically separate from NAVSEA Headquarters. ASE Chapters shall adhere to policy established in this Constitution as well as their locally developed Constitution.  
 

Section 2 – Chapter Membership - Only current ASE members employed at these activities are eligible to become members of an ASE Chapter, in addition to their general membership in the Association.   
 

Section 3 - Establishment of Chapters - The ASE Executive Committee shall have the power to vote to establish an ASE Chapter at one or more NAVSEA field activities if potential members of the Chapter meet the following conditions:
 

   1)   Submit a petition signed by a minimum of 15 current ASE members employed at the requesting field activity/activities stating their desire to establish an ASE Chapter at the field activity/activities.
 

   2)   Designate a member of the group which has signed the petition who will act as their representative to the ASE Executive Committee during the process of establishing the Chapter and will act as interim Chapter President until the Chapter holds formal elections.
 

   3)   Submit a Chapter Constitution modeled on the ASE  Constitution but tailored to the needs of the field activity/activities.
 

   4)   Submit a plan showing how the Chapter would become operational, including election of officers and appointment of committee chairpersons, subsequent to approval of the Chapter Constitution by the ASE Executive Committee.
 

Section 4 – Disestablishment of Chapters -  The ASE Executive Committee shall have the power to vote to formally disestablish an ASE Chapter if one or more 
of the following conditions exist at that Chapter:
 

   a)   Chapter Membership lapses to lower than 15 active members for longer than a one year 
         period.
   b)   The Chapter is not pursuing the objectives of the Association, as stated in Article II, Section 1 – Objectives.
   c)   The Chapter is not abiding by the policy and procedures stated in this Constitution or the Chapter developed Constitution.
   d)   Any other miscellaneous reason where it is felt by the ASE Executive Committee that continued existence of the Chapter would be detrimental to the overall effectiveness of the Association.

 

The decision to disestablish a chapter will be made by a two-thirds vote of the voting members of the Executive Committee (excluding the President of the affected Chapter).  Prior to the disestablishment of any Chapter, the Chapter President will be notified in writing by the ASE President of the existing adverse condition and the potential consequences.  The Chapter will be given six months to rectify all identified deficiencies, and failure to do so will result in the disestablishment of the  Chapter by the Association.
 

 

Section 5 - Representation of Chapters on the ASE Executive Committee - The President of each ASE Chapter shall be a voting member of the ASE Executive Committee, provided the number of ASE Chapter Presidents does not exceed 25 percent of the total number of voting members of the Executive Committee.  In the event the number of Chapter Presidents exceeds 25 percent of the total number of voting members of the Executive Committee, the Chapter Presidents shall elect the maximum number of voting Executive Committee members permitted from among themselves, with tie votes being decided by the ASE Executive Committee exclusive of the Chapter Presidents.  Chapter Presidents who do not thereby become voting members of the Executive Committee shall be non-voting members of the Executive Committee.  
 

Section 6- Amendments to Chapter Constitutions - After initial establishment of an ASE Chapter under the Chapter Constitution approved by the ASE Executive Committee, the members of the Chapter shall have the power to amend the Chapter Constitution as prescribed therein.  However, any amendments approved by the Chapter membership shall be ratified by the ASE Executive Committee before they take effect.
